
accomplished so many things 
and I could not have done it 
with out you! As I leave the 
Presidency and turn it over to 
Julia Mercer, it is my hope 
that you all will continue to 
work as hard for her as you 
did for me.  

Remember to invite all of your 
family and friends to our July 
meeting and donôt forget to 
call in or electronically submit 
your RSVPôs.  We really want 
to support our new Executive 
Board, Mayor Scarcella, and 
all distinguished guests. 

 

Thank you again for all of 
your support and for an amaz-
ing year! God Bless You All!  
 
 

Tara L. Cook 
2008 - 2009 President Fort 

Bend ABWA Chapter 
2007- 2008 Vice President 
Fort Bend ABWA Chapter 

Our June 
s p e a k e r , 
M r s . 
L a u r o n 
S o n n i e r , 
was ex-
t r e m e l y 
i n f o r m a -
tive as we 

learned how to stand out from 
ñThe Crowd, The Clutter and 
The Competition. She is an 
amazing speaker and a special 
Thank You to Lauron for eve-
rything.  She was awesome!!!!!  
I learned a lot and Iôm sure 
that everyone else did too! 

On July 9th, our distinguished 
speaker will be the Honorable 
Leonard Scarcella, Mayor of 
Stafford, Texas.  Mayor 
Scarcella will present Procla-
mations to Louise Grasse as 
ABWA 2009 ï 2010 Woman 
of the Year; and Loan Mansy, 
2009- 2010, Federation of 
H o u s t o n  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Woman, Woman of Excel-
lence. It is always an honor 

every year when we have 
Mayor Scarcella as our distin-
guished guest attend our 
meeting. 

Congratulations to our incom-
ing Executive Board who will 
take their oaths of office on 
July 9 th.   Julia Mercer ï 
President; Marilyn Nelson ï 
Vice President; - Recording 
Secretary - Ursula Chester,  
Julia Dean ï Treasurer; and 
Cheri Pemble ï Correspond-
ing Secretary.  For our instal-
lation of officers we will have 
past National Vice President 
and Top 10 Sheri Parrack to 
perform the installation of our 
newly elected board. 

I want to take this opportunity 
to Thank You, the Chapter, 
Executive Board and Commit-
tees that have worked so dili-
gently in the past year.  Being 
your Chapter President has 
been a real pleasure in serving 
each and every one of you and 
a truly great experience. We 

From the Presidentôs Pen 
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Fort Bend County Chapter  

Infomercial Sign Up  

 

Are you interested in advertising your business? Home Business or 8 to 5 business?  

You have the opportunity to do so during each meeting;  a 10 minute infomercial to our 

members and guests.  

You will need to bring a  table donation worth a minimum of $20 and you can place a 

short bio in the newsletter.  

Currently signing up for the 2009 -2010 year. 

Contact Julia Mercer to sign up, jdm -enterprise@yahoo.com. 



Page 2 W o m a n  t o  W o m a n  

R a f f l e  D o n a t i o n s  a n d  V e n d o r  T a b l e s  

E a c h 
month our 
chapter has 
a raffle and 
offers ven-
d o r /
e x h i b i t 
tables to all 
our mem-

bers and guests.  
 
Our raffle helps raise 
money for our education 
fund. So your help is 

needed each month to make 
this a success. Raffle items 
can be candles, basket of 
candles, stationary, etc. Any 
and all items will be ac-
cepted. 
 
In addition to our raffle, we 
offer members and guests 
vendor/exhibit tables to 
showcase their business. 
Tables are available each 
meeting except April for our 
Business Associate Event. 

There is no cost for mem-
bers however a raffle item 
of $20 value is requested. 
The cost for non-members is 
$20 plus a raffle item of $20 
value. Businesses can in-
clude home based distribu-
torships, 8-5 job, part time 
or full time.  
 
We ask all members to net-
work with our vendors and 
support their business. 
 

Please contact Julia Mercer 
to request a table and to 
give a raffle donation at 
jdm.enterprise@yahoo.com. 
All requests must be sub-
mitted the Monday prior to 
our meeting.  

 
Julia Mercer 

Vice-President 
 

M o n t h l y  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  

WHEN: Thursday, July 9  

WHERE: Sugar Creek Country Club, 420 Sugar Creek Blvd, Sugar Land 

TIME: 5:30ñ6:30pm Networking; 6:30ñ8:15pm Dinner & Meeting  

RSVP: Via Evite or 281.319.9995 

COST: $22 Members with RSVP; $24 Members without RSVP OR  

             $27 Non-members with RSVP; $29 Non-Members without RSVP 

TABLES: Exhibit/Vendor Tables are available each meeting, except April  

TABLE COST: Free for members; $20 non-members AND  

                           $20 minimum gift donation for raffle  

J u n e  M e e t i n g  P h o t o s  
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On June 6, 2009 the Hous-
ton Area Council of the 
American Business Women 
Association hosted the 
Woman of the Year luncheon 
at the Junior League in 
Houston.  

21 area women from 21 chap-
ters and networks were hon-
ored by the HACA and all 
were given a gift and a proc-

lamation by Governor Rick 
Perry. 

The Council was honored by 
bringing in from all over the 
United States all four of the  
ABWA National Board. The 
guest speaker for the lunch-
eon was National Top Ten, 
Dyane Magliolo from League 
City. 

Co-Chairs for the luncheon 
were Louise Grasse, Fort 
Bend County Chapter and 
Regina Landreneau, Tomball 
Chapter. Both Past Presidents 
of the HACA were honored to 
bring the HACA the Woman 
of the Year. 

This yearôs theme was 
ñChanging Lives One Woman 
at a timeò.  Each honoree was 

W o m a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r  L u n c h e o n  

asked how ABWA changed 
their lives and they re-
sponded that each have en-
riched lives and how others 
enriched theirs.  

W o m a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r  P h o t o s  



J u l y  B i r t h d a y s  &  M e m b e r s h i p  A n n i v e r s a r i e s  

BIRTHDAYS       ANNIVERSARIES 

Julia Dean   July 3     

Pat Davion   July 8 

Reagan Garcia   July 9 

Debbie Calloway  July 16 

Amanda McCalla  July 17 

Judy Gulgun   July 19 

Susan Myrick   July 20      

Linh Perez   July 26      
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S t e p h e n  B u f t o n  M e m o r i a l  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  

T h e 
S teph en 
B u f t o n 
Memorial 
E d u c a -

tional Fund (SMBEF), 
ABWAõs national educa-
tional fund, is one of them 
most highly respected 
grant and scholarship 
funds in the country. For 
more than 50 years, 
SBMEF has helped women 
achieve business and pro-
fessional success through 
education. To date, a total 
of approximately $15 mil-

lion has been awarded in 
scholarships to more than 
14,600 women. 

ABWAõs National Board 
of Directors server as 
SBMEF trustees, oversee-
ing the fundõs administra-
tion. Each year, the trus-
tees strive to stretch fund-
ing dollars as far as possi-
ble, enabling hundreds of 
American women to re-
ceive assistance. 

Newsletter ads are now 
tax deductible  for your 

Business or Individual 
contributions for contribu-
tions made to the Steven 
Bufton Memorable Foun-
dation (SBMEF.) These ads 
will help in reaching our 
goal of $500.00 each year 
to be able to give back to 
the chapter members edu-
cation from the Business 
Skills program.   

Do you know of a business 
contact that may be suit-
able to place in our news-
letter?   

¶ $500.00 contribution 1 
year ¾ page 

¶ $250.00 contribution 6 
month ¾  page 

¶ $100.00 contribution 3 
months ¾ page 

  

Bring your business more 
business! 
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K r o g e r  G i v e s  B a c k  

Introduc-

ing the 

Fort Bend 

C o u n t y 

Chapterõs 

new Kroger  community 

card program.   This pro-

gram gives directly back to 

ou r  cha p te r  me m-

bers financially to attend 

classes that benefit their 

careers.  This will replace 

the current community 

card.  

Once the cashier has 

scanned your Kroger Plus 

Card and the new 

Neighbor to Neighbor bar-

code, you will no longer 

need to carry the old com-

munity card. 

Please tell 

your family 

and friends 

about this as 

well. We want to make 

sure members and mem-

bersõ friends and family 

are using the card to the 

maximum.  
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D a t e s  t o  R e m e m b e r  

July 

4ñIndependence Day 

9ñFort Bend County Chapter Meeting  

14ñBoard Meeting 

15ñNewsletter Deadline  

31ñNewsletter Release 

August  

6ñFort Bend County Chapter Meeting  

11ñBoard Meeting 

15ñNewsletter Deadline  

31ñNewsletter Release 

ñI will be 

the first 

to 

change.ò  

T h i s 

p r o -

g r a m 

h e l p s 

our members pay for edu-

cational classes.   Please go 

grocery shopping and 

stock up on all of your 

favorite items and use 

your  your Randall's Card.   

Please sign up your 

neighbors and family on 

this program. Our Ran-

dall's Charity number is 

#9718.  

To learn more about the 

Steven Buffton Memorial 

Educational Foundation 

please go to the National 

A B W A  W e b s i t e  

www.abwa.org.  

O u r  c h a p t e r 

goal is $500.00.  

Louise Grasse  

Chair BSGP  

Randallôs & Business Skills Grant 

http://www.kroger.com/index.htm


N e w s  t o  U s e  
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2000-2010 DECADE THEME: òDecade of 

Discoveryó 

During ABWAõs Decade of Discovery, A Ten 

Year Adventure, from  

August 2, 2000 to July 31, 2010,  members  

will discover new and exciting ways to grow 

personally and professionally.  

Do you need to email the chap-

ter? Canõt remember the Yahoo 

Group email address? Well now 

there is an easy way. Just send an 

e m a i l  t o  m e m -

bers@abwafortbend.org . This 

will send an email to everyone in our group indi-

vidually. Try it out!  

Board meetings are held the Tuesday 

following each chapter meeting. Meet-

ing location is La Madeleine in Sugar 

Land at 5:30 pm. All board members 

and committee chairs are requested to 

attend. If you are unable to attend, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  T a r a  C o o k , 

tara@taralcook.com. 

Interested in knowing about ABWA Na-

tional? Check our their website at 

www.abwa.org.  

 

Once youõve visited ABWA National, 

check out our Houston Area Council at 

www.abwahouston.org.  

 

In addition to being a member of ABWA, 

you receive an automatic membership to 

the Federation of Houston Professional 

Women. Learn more at www.fhpw.org . 

A n n o u n c i n g  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9  A B W A  T h e m e  

2009 ABWA National Conference  

How do you celebrate six decades? With can-

dles and streamers? We choose power network-

ing and high-caliber professional development! 

You can choose to be a part of the celebra-

tion! Hyatt Regency Crown Center, Kansas City,  

Sept. 24-26, 2009.  



M e m b e r  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  
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This spot is available for your advertisement. Cost 

is $30/6 months for members. Cost for non -

members is $50/6 months. Spots are business 

card size. Contact Reagan Garcia for additional 

information, reagan@startlivinghealthy.org.  


